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7« 5. WaterCycle Game

Act as a water droplet as you move from stop to stop in the water cycle.

About the Game

Each student is a drop of water as it travels the
water cycle all over the landscape. Students stop
at different stations in their journey. Drops are
incorporated into bodies of water, people,
clouds, and plants before moving on to the next
station through the processes of condensation,
evaporation, precipitation and more.

This game gives students a chance to practice
all the different ways that water can move
through the cycle, and all of the possible stops
along the “life” of a drop of water.

Setting Up sl

You'll Need:

» An open space with room to spread out 9
stations

e A copy of the Water Cycle Game Tracker for
each student (students can also work in
pairs).

e 9 Water Cycle Stations

e 9 assembled Water Cycle Dice

 (optional) copies of the Water Cycle: Words
to Know Info Sheet.

o (optional) A copy of the Water Cycle
Autobiography for each student.

Setting Up:
1.Spread out the Water Station Cards.
2.Set each of the die in its corresponding
station. The die are labeled with the name of
the station that they go to.

Front Loading Tips for a Successful Game
» Before you start, review where and what each
station is.
e Students can pick any station to start with as
long as there are not too many students at
that station already.

About this activity
Grades: 3rd and up

Activity Level: Active

Playing the Game

1.Students pick which station they are going to
start with, and go to that station. The leader
can also assign students to stations to
assure that nothing gets too crowded.

2.Students write down the station that they
are currently at in the tracker.

3.Then they roll the die and write down what
happened to them and where they are going
in the tracker.

4.Then they head to that station, and repeat
the process at their new station.

5.There is room on the tracker for students to
record 6 stops in the water cycle, but you
can choose to do fewer, or more!

6. (optional) Students can use the Water Cycle
Autobiography to tell the story of their water
drop with words and illustrations.

Harvesting our Experiences

¢ Ask students to share the story of their water
droplet. Were there stations on the water
cycle that were most commonly visited?

e Water on Earth is never added or lost it just
changes where it is in the cycle. Take a
moment to ponder on how amazing it is that
we are drinking water that dinosaurs drank.

e Of all the water on Earth, only a small amount
is freshwater that can be drunk by people.
Talk about the importance of keeping water
clean and not wasting water.
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An animal comes
along
and drinks youl!

Go to the animal
station
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Lake

Some water plants
soak you up with their
roots.

Go to the plant
station

Lake
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Lake Station Dice

You are soaked up by
the soil on the shore.

Go to the ground
water station

Lake

You get swept into a
small stream.

Go to the stream
station.

Lake
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The human gives you
to their dog

Go to the animal
station

\ Human 'f
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c O Human 7

-__I,.-"F You fall as sweat from
the human and fall to
the ground

Go to the ground
water station

Human

The person spits you
back out into the
stream.

Go to the stream
station.

Human Station Dice
Human
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The animal sweats you
out and you're soaked
up by a plant root

Go to the plant
station

Animal

e
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mountain.
station.

Go to the mountain

You are sweated out
as an animal climbs a

Animal

You are sweated out
by an animal and
evaporated

Go to the cloud
station

Animal
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Animal Station Dice

You are excreted as
urine and fall to the
ground.

Go to the ground
water station

Animal

The animal spits you
back out into the
stream.

Go to the stream
station.

Animal
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You fall into a human's
cup. They drink you.

Go to the human
station

Clouds 'H,.-

You fall as snow and

land on a mountain.

Go to the mountain
station.

Clouds

You fall and land in a
puddle. You are licked
up by an animal.

Go to the animal
station

Clouds
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Cloud Station Dice

You fall as rain and are
soaked into the soil.

Go to the ground
water station

Clouds

You fall as hail and
land in a stream.

Go to the stream
station.

Clouds
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You are accidentally
swallowed by a
human.

Go to the human
station

You evaporated into
the clouds
Go to the cloud
station.
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Ocean

Ocean ',-"'Illr

You are taken in by a
plant, then transpired
into the air again.

Go to the cloud
station

Ocean
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Ocean Station Dice

You are soaked up by
some soil on shore.

Go to the ground
water station

Ocean

You are taken in by a
plant for growth

Go to the plant
station.

Ocean
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You are stored in a
fruit and eaten by a
human.

Go to the human
station

\ Plant
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__,..-"'! You are stored in a

fruit. You land on the
ground on a mountain

Go to the mountain
station

Plant
A plant stores you in
its leaves and you're
eaten by an animal

Go to the animal
station.

Plant Station Dice

Plant
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You are soaked up by
the rich soil.

Go to the ground
water statinon

\ Stream

You get swept into the
lake.

I

Go to the lake station

station
Stream
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It's a sunny day and
you evaporate into the
clouds
Go to the cloud
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Stream

__..-'"I! Flowing down a

mountain you get
splashed into a puddle.

Go to the mountain
station

Stream

It is warm out and an
animal drinks you.

Go to the animal
station.

Stream Station Dice Stream
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You soak into the
ground

Go to the ground
water statinon

\ Mountain
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o A human uses you for >
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__..-'"'! You are in a puddle on
the mountain.

Stay at the mountain
station

Mountain

An animal comes
along and laps you up

Go to the animal
station.

Mountain Station Dice Mountain
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You flow onwards and
end up in a stream

Go to the stream
statinon

\ Groundwater
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o You are taken in by the B
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-__I..-'!You flow underground
until you reach the
ocean

Go to the ocean
station

Groundwater

You bubbled up
through a natural
spring and an animal
drinks you
Go to the animal
station.

Goundwater Station Dice

Groundwater
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Water Cycle Autobiography

Name:;

Draw a comic that tells the story of your life as a water droplet going through the water
cycle. Use the events on your tracking sheet to help you create your story.




