
Music in the Woods just gets better and better each year.
Imago combines all the best that our amazing community
has to offer into one magical day.

This year’s event featured 8 different performances that
started with a huge python from Arrowhead Reptile
Rescue and ended with Jake Speed and the Freddies
playing their beloved bluegrass with their own special
blend of heart and humor.

In between was jazz, violin, beach music, and more
bluegrass. LF3 (salsa) and Siri Imani (spoken word/hip
hop) were especially thrilling on the main stage.
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Imago’s preserve and take on fun challenges. Music in
the Woods was happy to feature first time participants,
MashRoots and their tasty food. Also new (ish) was the
Forest Faire, an exhibit of like-minded organizations
sharing information about their work with attendees.

Some of our most loved regular features were also on
hand. Including beer from West Side Brewing and the
always amazing, silent auction.

The silent auction has always been a Music in the
Woods highlight. Imago intentionally features people and
organizations in our community. Not only are people
bidding on wonderful art or unique experiences, but they
are also learning about their talented (and generous)
neighbors.

When folks were not enjoying the performances, they
were enjoying everything else Music in the Woods had to
offer. Kids and parents were excited to take on the
Family Activities that invited explorers to discover 

We would be remiss to talk about Music in the Woods
and not mention all of the many people that help make
this event great. A HUGE thank you to our sponsors,
auction donors, volunteers, and event champions that
give so much to make sure that Music in the Woods is a
huge success! Thank You!

Siri Imani on the

Main Stage



Imago’s Branching Out programs take learning to a
whole new level by getting students outside the
classroom walls. These uniquely comprehensive
programs are focused on offering ongoing and regular
outdoor learning for Cincinnati Public School students.

To do so, Imago works closely with schools to design
and maintain school-based outdoor learning spaces like
gardens. Imago also works with school teachers and
community members to design and lead outdoor
lessons that reinforce classroom curriculum.

Each year, Imago educators add new improvements to
the Branching Out program. This year, Imago is excited
to add Experiential Education Stations to our biggest
Branching Out partner school, Pleasant Ridge
Montessori.

The Experiential Education stations are uniquely
student-led. Imago designs challenges that students
can complete that invite the students to observe,
explore and learn in the school’s outdoor classroom.

Right now, the Experiential Education stations are
divided into two types, Creation Stations and
Exploration Stations. At the Creation Station, students
are prompted to closely explore the outdoor classroom
and to create artwork, sculpture, writing and other
creative expressions inspired by what they observe.

One favorite Creation Station prompt is the Sit Swap.
Two students work together at the Sit Swap. One
student writes a detailed observation and description of
a specific spot in the garden, and the other student has
to find that spot by reading that description and then
they switch!

Exploration Station prompts are searches and hunts
that change with the different units in the garden.
Students observe how the outdoor classroom is
constantly changing and they share their observations
on the Exploration Station board.
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These stations are specifically designed to be easy for
classroom teachers to use. The stations make outdoor
education something that any teacher can feel
comfortable leading with or without an Imago educator.

The Experiential Education stations will be another way
that Imago is working with schools and teachers to
encourage and foster regular time in nature. Together
we are nurturing the next generation of nature lovers
and environmental champions.

NEW AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM
WITH OYLER ELEMENTARY

For years now, Imago has been going to schools to offer
afterschool nature experiences at the school as a way
for students to explore nature on their campuses.

This year, Imago is excited to work with a nearby
school, Oyler Elementary in Lower Price Hill, to add a
new wrinkle to our afterschool program.

Oyler Elementary educators wanted their students to
explore a nature preserve that was nearby, so this new
afterschool program will be taking place AT Imago’s
nature preserve and draw on Imago’s vast experience of
offering outdoor education on our preserve.

Students in this program will use the skills and
experiences that they learn at Imago to prepare for their
other upcoming learning opportunities with partners
such as 4H and Greenacres Institute.



Imago’s nature preserve has seen a lot of great love and
improvements in the last few months, and no area more
so than Imago’s playscape. The playscape is Imago’s
nature playground. It’s located in the picnic area just
behind our education building. It’s a place for parents to
safely let their kids roam and explore nature at their own
pace within sight of caretakers.

Imago has been visioning the playscape for quite some
time, and many of those visions came to fruition recently.
Eagle Scout, Emmett Leahy, completed his service
project on Imago’s playscape. Emmett and his scout
crew added a simple border around the playscape, and
they built and installed a dig bed.

IMAGO’S PLAYSCAPE TAKING
SHAPE

Mammatome Volunteers after their big workday in

the Playscape

Our friends at SPARK Homeschool COOP, then added
another amazing feature to the playscape, a mud
kitchen. The mud kitchen has cabinets, a sink and an
“oven”. Young chefs can imagine making elaborate
meals and running their own restaurants.

Lastly, volunteers from Mammatome added some
amazing touches. They built a shallow creek that is fed
by a rain barrel. They also built a simple obstacle course
and a fort building area.

By the end of the year look for us to add more tools to
the space. Imago will use grant funds to purchase kid-
friendly tools and materials for even more playscape
adventures.

Big thanks to all of the folks that have given their time
and resources to Imago’s Playscape - if you haven’t
seen it yet, come and check it out! You can visit it any
day from dawn to dusk and let your own young explorer
cook, creek, and dig away!

Spend time with your community helping Imago look great!
IMAGO AMIGO VOLUNTEER DAYS

The 2nd Saturday of each month from 9:00 am -12:00 pm (10/14, 11/11, 12/9).
Also opportunities for individuals and groups during times that work better for
you! Contact volunteers@imagoearth.org. 



Makers in Nature: Fall
October 15; 4:00 pm 

Family Yoga in the
Woods
October 21; 10:00 am

Family Nature Hike:
Turkeys! 
November 4th; 10:00 am

$5,000 IN
SCHOLARSHIPS TO

ATTEND CAMPS

30 CAMPERS (20%)
ATTENDED CAMP WITH

HELP FROM
SCHOLARSHIP

5,200 HOURS
COLLECTIVE TIME IN

NATURE

PARENTS SCORED OUR
CAMPS 4.91 OUT OF 5

SUMMER CAMP
2023: BY THE

NUMBERS

FALL AND WINTER EVENTS
Plaid Friday Hikes
November 24 

Family Nature Hike: Gifts
for Wildlife
December 2; 10:00 am

Makers in Nature: Winter
December 10; 1:00 pm

Meet Imago’s newest Outdoor
Educators, Alyssa and

Kaetlynn! imagoearth.org/staff

NEW FACES

Alyssa Roehm

Kaetlynn Robinson

SUPPORT IMAGO WITH A DONATION!
In less than a minute you can protect urban greenspace, present community

events, and create opportunities for outdoor education. 
Any amount is appreciated.

imagoearth.org/donate or scan the QR code!


