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2015: A Year in Review

2015 was a great year for Imago....

One of the many perks of my job is that I am often asked to talk to groups of young adults
from high schools and colleges who want to learn more about Imago and our work.
Recently, I've been asked the same question many times... “What is your favorite part of
your job” and honestly, I'd never really thought about it before being asked. Without trying
to sound too cheesy, I love many, many aspects of what I do at Imago from teaching young
people about nature to getting more people connected to our amazing organization and as
an added perk, any time [ need a break, I head into Imago’s preserve to restore my energy.

If I had to pick one thing though, I'd say this: My favorite part of being at Imago is the honor
of working with so many other amazing people. People who give their time, energy, talents,
humor, passion, money, ideas, and so much more. I feel incredibly blessed that my job
allows me to admire and receive these gifts.

If you are receiving this, you are one of those people and to you I say, “Thank you”.
Sincerely. Know that I am truly grateful and inspired by the fact that you share with Imago.

Thank you for making 2015 such a banner year. I am excited for what we are going to do in
2016. I am looking forward to having you along. It's my favorite part of the job.

Chris Clements
Executive Director
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Connecting Urban Youth to Nature

Many of us will attest to the peaceful feelings we get when we go for a walk in the woods,
among chirping birds and swaying trees. It turns out that what we are feeling is rooted in
science. Studies tell us that when we spend regular time in nature we are happier and

healthier. Unfortunately, many of our
young people who live in urban areas

are not able to enjoy those benefits. Just | Connecting Urban Youth to Nature

. . L] 700 students from two organizations partnered
getting to the nature for these kids can with Imago for regular outdoor nature experiences,

be a difficult task. s Over 250 hours spent in nature, far more than any
of the participants would otherwise spend
Imago started the Connecting Urban outdoors.

+ Imago's curriculum supports classroom lessons,
reinforcing difficult content using exploration and
hands on activities.

Youth to Nature program to address
this need. To provide urban children

with regular, guided, outdoor
experiences. Experiences which are fun and provide the many benefits of nature, while also
providing hands-on education that supports school curricula.

In 2015 over 700 children from the International Welcome Center and Pleasant Ridge
Montessori (PRM) logged over 250 hours spent in nature. Pleasant Ridge Montessori
created a weekly outdoor education class which Imago plans and presents. Using lessons
inspired by classroom curriculum, each student at PRM goes outside once a week on an
Imago-led nature program. This groundbreaking program has been a hit for teachers,
students and parents. As the program continues to develop in its second year and beyond,
it will become a model that other schools can learn from.

Youth from the International Welcome Center (IWC), a center that supports immigrant
families, participated in weekly sessions in spring and fall. Each week they explored the
gardens and woods around the campus of Roberts Paideia School, where the students
meet. For students that are learning the ins and outs of this country, the weekly Imago
nature sessions provide a fun, stress-free and exciting outing.

The benefits of this program are incalculable - children are able to experience not only the
beauty of nature, but also learn natural systems and our role in preserving them while
tapping into the mental and emotional resources they provide for life-long development.
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Protecting Urban Nature

Imago has been preserving urban greenspace from the very beginning. Today Imago
preserves 37 total acres in the heart of an urban setting, just 3 miles west of downtown
Cincinnati. This urban oasis is home to deer, owls, hawks, snakes and is enjoyed by people
daily.

This greenspace is managed as a nature preserve and gives people an opportunity to
commune with nature who otherwise might not have the opportunity. Imago is constantly
working to improve the well-being of these 37 acres by removing non-native plant species,
planting native species, and establishing and securing native habitats for local wildlife.

In 2015 Imago’s preserved land grew by an acre and now includes a pollinator
demonstration garden. By establishing this garden. By providing nectar and nursery plants,
native pollinators (bees and butterflies) have a natural habitat to thrive. This space also
provides a refuge for local, native pollinators who are suffering steep declines in recent
years. In establishing this safe-haven, Imago is able to educate the public on what types of
native plants to plant to assist in saving these vital pollinators.

Looking ahead, Imago hopes to preserve

another 3 acres, bringing the total -
acreage to 40 acres. Imago will also Protecting Urban Nature

begin a comprehensive habitat * |Imago preserved another acre in 2015, bringing
. p . our total to 37 acres. In the coming years, Imago
restoration on 5 acres removing

has targeted three more acres of urban nature to

non-native plant species and planting protect.
native ones in their place, vastly s Imago held 9 workdays to bring the land to health.
improving the habitat and giving the Our volunteers helped us remove large patches of

non-native plants and replace them with hundreds

community further land to explore and _
of native trees.

learn from.
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Green Workshops

It is ever evident that the world has a need and a desire to learn sustainability practices —
the Cincinnati area is not excluded. Imago offers our region numerous workshops to the
general public that foster connections to the natural world and teach methods to make our
lives more sustainable.

Designed with the community in mind, these workshops are fun, conversational and rely on
the learning from the expert presenters, but also from the community of participants. Each
participant walks away with newfound knowledge, tools, and community to foster these
learned, sustainability practices.

In 2015 Imago offered 30 workshops for over 400 people in the community. Workshop
topics ranged from celebrations of the Winter Solstice, building and installing a rain barrel,
and even a workshop on green burial. Introduced this year were the Art in Nature
workshops which included two gallery exhibits and two art and nature workshops.

Looking ahead to 2016, the Art in Nature

series continues with 4 Art in Nature Green Workshops
workshops. Imago will also continue to * In 2015, Imago offered over 30 workshops to over
offer the 30+ workshops to the public 400 participants. The workshop topics ranged from

the inspirational{Celebration of Winter Solstice) to
the educational (Intro to Green Burial).
=  The tradition continues in 2016, with nearly 40

with topics ranging from a Sustainability
Film Series to an Urban Hike, in addition

to many more. Check our website and workshops planned. The offerings include two day
Facebook pages for updates on retreats, fun urban hikes, workshops and events
workshops. around Art in nature and many, many more.
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Also of note in 2015....

e Imago made several improvements to the building,
especially the decor. Imago refinished the floors with a
concrete stain and freshened up our entrance with
upcycled coat hooks, a rug made of recycled materials and
benches.

e Imago held its very first art show this spring with art
inspired by nature and then another show during Music in
the Woods. Look for more art shows in 2016.

e Speaking of Music in the Woods, the much beloved annual
event went on once again last September, and even though we had a brief rain
shower at the beginning, it was another wonderful year for Music in the Woods.

e The Summer Camps at Imago continue to be a very popular program and a
wonderful way for Imago to foster lifelong connections to nature. We presented 8
weeks of summer camps for ages 3 - 14, in a variety of themes.

Sneak Peek into 2016

e Summer Camps are open and scheduled weekly from June 6th - August 5th

e Imago is hosting an Open House event on May 7th - Save the Date for a fun day of
tours, workshops, and family activities

e Music in the Woods is scheduled for September 17th. Look for some special
additions on our 15th year!

e Imago has been hard at work on a new look - a new logo will be out soon!

Stay Connected

Make sure to not miss anything Imago related. Join us on Facebook,
Instagram, on our website and sign up for our emails to receive
news and updates on Imago’s programs and events.

Facebook: facebook.com /imagoearth
Instagram: imagoearth

Website: imagoearth.org

Email: office@imagoearth.org
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Imago Donors in 2015

A - Francis

Marjorie Albrechta

S. Cynthia Alkire

Jessica Alt

Sara and Evan Anderson

Jerilyn and Paul Anhofer
Animal Care Clinic

Myra and Darryl Avery

Linda Bains

Baker Hunt Art and Cultural
Center

Ruth Bamberger

Brian Belkin and Meredith Leahy
Ana Bird

Judith Blackburn

Timothy Bonapfel

Susanne Bookser

Rebecca Brunner

Devere and Pat Burt

Margaret Cahalan

Victoria Carr

Joseph Carroll

Central Ohio River Valley Local
Foods

Carla Chifos-Romanos

Frank Collins and Louise Lawarre
Jason Conrad

Michael and Tucker Coombe
Penny Costilla

Jody and Michael Crane

Susan Cranley

William Creasey and Donald
Vannatta

Dwight and Elizabeth Cummings
Anne and Ron DeLyons

Rick and Jean Donaldson
Dorothy B. Francis Charitable
Foundation

Susan Douthitt

Margaret Drennon

Bradley Dunn and Karen Petrosky
Gretchen Norman and Rowley
Elliston

Michael Elovitz

Enright Ridge Urban Eco-Village
Ryan Heinrich and Molly Eynon
Linda FabeNick and Maureen
Felicelli

Martha and Lew Fikes

Megan and Matt Fitzpatrick
Ruth and Mike Foertsch

Linda Ford

Four Leaf Family Foundation
Amy Francis

Friedman - Kelly

Penny Friedman

Karen Gately

Susan Geisel

Theresa Geiser

Rod Kirk and Diane Gerwin
Ryan Gorman and Brittany Winner
David and Tricia Gray

Greater Cincinnati Foundation
Kim Grizzell

Gross-Hutton Family Foundation
Doug Gerrard and Janet Hackman
Deborah Hall

Brett Harper

Stephanie Harris

Mimi Hart

Adrian and Nathan Hawk
Steve Hegge

Mark and Gwenn Heintzelman
Paul Heisel

John and Mai Hill

Mary and Bill Hopple

Marc Hult and Alexandra
Filipovich

Janet Huneke

Nancy Hurst

Susan Ingmire and Lynn Hailey
Pamela Jacobson and Ginger
Gandy

Sylvia Jarema

Steven Johns

Roland and Clare Johnson
Deborah Jordan and Bill Cahalan
Carolyn Keil

Anna and Dave Kelly

Chris Janson and Paige Kindell
Alexis and Kyle Kleinbeck

Ruth Kohake

Jill Korach and Devin Schenk
Emily and Patrick Kraft

Dennis and Jennifer Kramer-Wine
Geraldine and Marvin Kraus
Elizabeth Kudlacz

Kate and Jonathan LaBare
William and Mary Lennard
Jonathan Anderson and Sandie
Lett

Little Miami Canoe Rental
Lohre and Associates, Inc.
Adam and Kat Loveland

Mary Ellen Loveland

Penni Lowery

Robert Ludlum

Celeste Luzadder

Kent Lyle

Lynn Lorio and Stephen Mace

Mack - Starbuck

Edward and Steph Mack
Jill and Mark Malik

Melissa Martz

Harriet Matthey

Mary and Robert Maxwell
Allen McConnell

Teresa McDannold
Katherine McInerney
Marjorie McKelvey Isaacs
Meshewa Farm Foundation
Al Meyer

Rob Monteserin

Marjorie Motch

Mother of Mercy

Lynne Myers

Jeanne Nightingale
Kathleen Noble

Nikki Orlemann

Barb and Butch Otting
Breanna Parker

Deborah Pearce

Meisha Rainman

Judy Rizzo

Katie and Fred Robertshaw
Molly Robertshaw

Rebecca Robertshaw

Mira Rodwan

Dolores Rolandelli

Pam Rolandelli

Erica and Stephen Roodhouse
Mark Rudemiller

Tony and Josie Russo
Sharon Rust

Carol and Robert Scallan
Robert and Christina Scheadler
Janet Schenk

Jim and Eileen Schenk
Ginnell Schiller

Barbara and Fred Schneider
Keith Schutte

Kirsten Schwarz

Peter Seidel

Monica Sellers

Nick Shaver

Mary Sheer

Lorita Shrider Jennings
Benjamin Shuler

Caitlin Siegel Hartzler
Sisters of Charity

Eve Smallwood

Thomas Snyder

Society of St. Vincent De Paul
Dennis and Cheryl Spencer
Bob and Bob Staggenborg
Paisley Starbuck
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Imago Donors in 2015 continued

Steinberg- Volkovitsch

Jon and Sue Steinberg
Roy Stephens

Vince and Amy Stross
Vishnu Suresh

Diane Sutherland Luczaj
Tina Tamura

Tom and Grace Tate

Matt Thesing

Yvonne Vance

Carolyn Acheson and Leland Vane
Brian Vaughan and Jessica
Metzger

James and Susan Vogt
Linda and Rob Volkovitsch

Volz - Weiler

Casey and Lynn Volz
Patricia Wakeman
Marilyn Wall and Leonard
Fremont

Robert Walmsley

Mary Alice Walter

Glenn Warden and Kelly Gruber
Warsaw Federal

Martha Wassermann

Jim and Debbie Weber
RJ Weber and Jenny Trier
Joyce and Dennis Weil
Kathy and Joe Weiler

Western - Zimmerman

Western Hills Window
Wesley Wettengel

Maria and Kristofer Weyler
Alison Wheeler

Sharon Wilson and Dennis Coskie
Ruth Anne Wolfe

Frederick Yaeger and Lisa
Staggenborg

Heather Yee

Tanner Yess

Sally Yoon

Joshua York

William Zimmerman

Imago Finances in 2015

Expenses

@ Programs @ Administrative

@ Site Development

Income

@ Contributions and Grants @ Programs and Services
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@ Land Protection
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Imagoans

Imago’s Council (Board) Imago’s Staff
Jill Korach, President Chris Clements, Executive Director
Adrian Hawk Ellie Falk, PRM Educator
Lynn Lorio Dave Hill, Naturalist
Katie Robertshaw Kate LaBare, PRM Coordinator
Diane Sutherland Luczaj Jim Schenk, Project Coordinator
Devin Schenk
Bob Staggenborg
Amy Tuttle

Imago

700 Enright Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45205
(513) 921-5124
imagoearth.org
office@imagoearth.org

Imago
700 Enright Avenue
Cincinnati, OH 45205
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