
 ECOLOGICAL WISDOM FOR CHALLENGING TIMES

November 11, 2017

Heritage UU Church, 2710 Newtown Rd. Cincinnati, OH 45244

Workshop and Breakout Details

Cost:

 Whole day workshop including one afternoon breakout  $25

  Afternoon breakout with Connie Barlow                          $15

  Students attending afternoon Barlow breakout  (only)            no cost

Your registration fee goes to cover expenses of workshop sponsors, Heritage 
Church and Imago.  In the spirit of a gift economy.  Connie Barlow and Michael 
Dowd will accept as payment whatever donations are received at the workshop. 
If you would like to support their mission please come prepared to make a 
donation that will go directly to supporting their work.

Please bring a brown bag lunch and water bottle. Refrigeration will not be 
available.  Coffee, tea, water  and an afternoon snack will be provided. 

Dress for the weather. 

Workshop Schedule Overview

09:30 - 10:00 Registration  
10:00 - 10:15 Welcome  
10:15 - 10:45 Welcoming ritual (outdoors) 
10:45 - 11:00 Break and transition back inside  
11:00 - 12:30 Michael Dowd: Hour-long program and 30-min Q&A 
12:30-1:30 Lunch

1:30-4:00 Choice of one breakout

•  Breakout A: Michael Dowd - “How to Stay Sane (as We All Circle the Drain):   
Pro-future tools and eco-spiritual practices”

•  Breakout B:  Connie Barlow - "Leaf a Legacy: Citizen science projects for   
helping trees move north.”



Workshop Details

Morning Program presented by Michael Dowd

Big Picture Inspiration for Chaotic Challenging Times

Science, inspiration, ecology, and theology must creatively dance and give birth 
to something new if humanity is to survive the 21st century. Given our impact on 
Earth’s climate, the seas, and other species, we are already in the early stages 
of, what could be called, The Great Reckoning. The good news is that this is also 
The Great Homecoming: the prodigal species — after squandering our 
inheritance — coming home to Reality. 

The morning program will focus on long-term, science-based inspiration in the 
face of climate chaos, political unease, economic unraveling, and other large-
scale challenges. It will provide the foundation for interactive discussion of 
applications.  

Rev. Michael Dowd is a bestselling pro-science evangelist and eco-theologian 
whose work has been featured in The New York Times, LA Times, Wall Street 
Journal, Washington Post, Newsweek, Discover, and on television nationally. His 
book, Thank God for Evolution: How the Marriage of Science and Religion Will 
Transform Your Life and Our World, was endorsed by 6 Nobel Prize-winning 
scientists, noted skeptics, and by religious leaders across the spectrum. Michael 
has delivered two TEDx talks, a program at the United Nations, and has also 
conducted two acclaimed online conversation series: “The Advent of Evolutionary 
Christianity” and “The Future Is Calling Us to Greatness”

Learn more about Michael Dowd:   http://michaeldowd.org/ 

Two Concurrent Breakouts in the Afternoon

“How to Stay Sane (as We All Circle the Drain):   Pro-future tools and eco-
spiritual practices”  Presenter: Michael Dowd

Michael will explore a variety of positive visions, practical tools, and empowering 
examples of eco-wise, legacy-based thinking and living. 

http://michaeldowd.org/


"Leaf a Legacy: Citizen science projects for helping trees move north"  
Presenter: Connie Barlow

Important Note:

• Preregistration is required! Imago and Heritage will serve as the first 
opportunity for Connie to learn from local leaders of youth groups and 
environmental educators about the opportunities and challenges of launching 
citizen-led (Eagle Scout led?) climate monitoring and adaptation projects for 
native trees.

• If you plan to attend you will need to  sample one of more of the "assisted 
migration" and/or "baseline documentation" videos that Connie has produced. 
Access , http://thegreatstory.org/climate-trees-legacy.html  and watch these 
episodes: Pt. 1 (Introduction), Pt. 3 (Joshua Tree baseline documentations), 
Part 5B-5C (Relict Population of Spruce), and Pt. 6 (Becoming Passenger 
Pigeon)

Since retiring, science writer Connie Barlow has put full effort into volunteer 
activities related to climate change mitigation and adaptation. In this breakout 
she will briefly share her experience (and motivations) for undertaking the first 
“assisted migration" (poleward) of a climate-endangered plant in the USA 
(Florida's torreya yew tree) — and why it was citizens who took the lead, while 
scientists hesitated. 

She now hopes to expand that effort by educating and empowering more citizens 
to assist their own native trees in launching progeny safely northward (and in 
welcoming seeds from more southerly populations and species) in sync with 
expected rates of climate change. 

This breakout is an ideal venue for co-exploring how the education and 
empowerment might happen.  Connie looks forward to brainstorming ideas with 
Cincinnati-area Scout leaders and environmental educators. 

Climate change projects in local forest settings can be of two types: 
1. Ecological Baseline Documentation: With the help of photos and videos (of 
the quality that any Smart phone can capture) anyone can undertake a citizen 
science project of great importance — and zero controversy. Right now, citizens 
need to visually document the species diversity and health of their local forests. 
In the decades ahead, others will be able to refer to that documentation in 
assessing the ecological impacts of climate change. Thanks to photography, the 

http://thegreatstory.org/climate-trees-legacy.html


citizens capturing the images need not even be able to identify and name the 
species shown (although that would be ideal). Rather, they need to precisely 
identify the location (hand-held GPS devices do the job) and post their work at a 
free, dependable, and widely accessible video web address, such as youtube. 
(Connie created a youtube channel for her own climate and baseline 
documentation projects; see below.) 

2. Assisted Migration Projects: These projects need to be planned and 
undertaken with scientific knowledge and careful documentation. Even ten years 
after Connie's team of "Torreya Guardians" began planting seeds and seedlings 
northward for the Florida Torreya tree, the citizens doing the planting are still 
experimenting with best practices for protecting seeds from rodents and selecting 
sites with slope, aspect, moisture, and plant associates that seem to match the 
species' ecological preferences.   

Access videos of the progress at: http://www.torreyaguardians.org/video.html

Connie Barlow has been transitioning from her career as a science writer and 
evolutionary educator into nearly full-time climate activism in the realm of forestry. 
She is the leading voice of "assisted migration" for native trees, spotlighted by 
her work since 2004 as founder of Torreya Guardians — the first citizen-led 
group to assist the northward migration of an endangered species (a yew tree) in 
North America and to utilize "citizen science" in tracking results. 

Learn more about Connie Barlow: http://thegreatstory.org/CB-writings.html

http://www.torreyaguardians.org/video.html
http://thegreatstory.org/CB-writings.html

